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Want the secrets to looking your 
absolute best for any formal 
occasion? Whether you’re 
preparing for a gala, a wedding, 
or an exclusive evening event, 
understanding the nuances of 
Black Tie attire is the first step 
toward making a lasting 
impression. 

At Woolcott St, we believe Black Tie is more 
than just a dress code; it’s an opportunity to 
showcase timeless elegance and personal style. 
A tailored tuxedo isn’t just a garment; it’s a 
statement of confidence, refinement, and a nod 
to tradition. 

This guide is designed to take the guesswork 
out of Black Tie dressing. We’ll walk you 
through the essentials of a flawless Black Tie 
outfit, explore modern styling options, and 
share expert tips on fit, accessories, and 
etiquette. Whether you’re new to formalwear or 

a seasoned sartorialist, this guide will ensure 
you’re dressed to impress. 

Woolcott St can help you achieve a look that’s 
nothing short of extraordinary. Let’s redefine 
formalwear, one perfectly tailored suit at a time. 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/
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CHAPTER 1: 
THE FOUNDATIONS OF BLACK TIE ELEGANCE 

Let’s break it down: what even is Black Tie? 

Black Tie is formal evening wear for events, where looking anything less than your absolute best isn’t 
an option. It’s the uniform of men who exude class, control, and effortless charm. 

Black Tie isn’t just a dress code—it’s a statement. It’s the moment 
you elevate your style to something timeless, sharp, and undeniably 
confident. This isn’t about trends; it’s about timeless, effortless style. 
Black Tie is the ultimate flex in sophistication—sharp, clean, and 
undeniably cool. 
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Why Tailoring is Non-Negotiable 

Here’s the thing: Black Tie is all about precision. A well-tailored tux isn’t just about looking good; it’s 
about confidence. When your suit fits like a glove, you move better, feel better, and look like you 
belong, because you do. 

A Little Black Tie History 

While rooted in tradition, Black Tie has 

evolved over the decades. Burgundy 

jackets? Velvet textures? Unique details? 

They’ve all played their part in modernising 

this timeless look. The golden rule, though, 

remains the same: respect the classics, yet 

make them your own. 

The Black Tie Building Blocks 

The Dinner Jacket 

• Tailored to perfection and traditionally black or midnight blue, the dinner jacket is the centrepiece 
of your black-tie ensemble. Satin or grosgrain lapels; shawl or peak - are non-negotiable. A perfect 
fit isn’t optional; it’s the foundation of the look. 

The Trousers 

• Clean and tailored, these are designed to complement your jacket. They may feature a satin stripe 
down the side, but even without, they should be sharp and fuss-free. Belts are a hard no when it 
comes to Black Tie attire; side adjusters or braces work best. 

The Dress Shirt 

• Crisp, white, and designed to impress. A pleated or textured front is the most classic option for 

Black Tie, with French cuffs and a wing or turndown collar. It’s a simple element, but one where 
precision matters. 

The Bow Tie 

• It’s all about the self-tie. And remember; pre-tied bow ties are for beginners. The easiest option is 
to keep it classic with black silk or satin, but a touch of texture never hurt anyone. 

The Shoes 

• Sleek, polished black leather is essential. Patent Oxford Shoes are the traditional choice, but if you 
want to add some personality, velvet slippers can elevate the look without breaking the rules. 
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CHAPTER 2: 
CHOOSING YOUR TUXEDO 

A tuxedo isn’t just another suit. It’s a statement. 

It tells the world that you understand tradition, respect the occasion, and know how to dress like you 
mean it. But not all tuxedos are created equal. The difference between looking good and looking 
exceptional comes down to fit, fabric, and the finer details most guys overlook. 

The Fit: Where It All Begins 

A tuxedo should never wear you. It needs to 
be structured, refined, and cut to your exact 
proportions. Here’s what to check: 

√ Shoulders – The jacket should sit cleanly on 
your natural shoulder line with no overhang. 

√ Jacket Length – Should cover your seat but 
not drown you in fabric. 

√ Sleeves –Aim for about half an inch of your 
dress shirt cuff showing. 

√ Trousers –Slim but not tight, with just a slight 
break at the shoe. No sloppy pooling at the 
ankles. 

A bespoke or made-to-measure tux ensures 
these elements are exactly right for your build. 

The Lapels: Peak, Shawl, or 
Notched? 

Lapels define your tuxedo, and the right choice 
makes all the difference: 

√ Peak Lapels – Bold, sharp, and universally 
flattering. A timeless power move. 

√ Shawl Collar – Smooth, curved, and 
old-school cool. Works best in velvet or 

satin finishes. 

√ Notch Lapels – More suited to business suits. 
For Black Tie, skip these. 

Fabric & Colour: Keep It Classic or 
Go Bold? 

√ Traditional Choices: Black or midnight blue in 
a high-quality wool or wool blend. Timeless, 
refined, and always appropriate. 

√ Modern Updates: Velvet dinner jackets in 
deep hues (think burgundy or forest green) 
are an option for more daring dressers. 

√ Shiny vs. Matte: Satin or grosgrain lapels 
add contrast and texture. These subtle but 
important details will set your tuxedo apart. 

Single vs. Double-Breasted: 
What’s Your Move? 

√ Single-Breasted – The most common and 
versatile style, buttoned with a single closure 
for a sleek, streamlined look. 

√ Double-Breasted – A bolder, more structured 
option that commands presence. If you can pull 
it off, it’s a power move. 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/tailoring/wedding-tuxedos/
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Learn more about the art of bespoke tailoring here 

Want to be the best dressed at 
your next event? Create your 

dream tuxedo today. 

Off-the-Rack vs. Bespoke 

Not all tuxedos are created equal. You can either grab something off the rack and hope for the best, 
or invest in a tux that’s designed specifically for you. The difference? Fit, comfort, and presence. 

Off-the-rack is quick and convenient, but it’s built for generic sizing, not for your body. Even with 
alterations, the fit will never be flawless. It gets the job done, but it won’t turn heads.Bespoke, on 
the other hand, is the pinnacle of craftsmanship. Every detail, from the cut to the fabric to the lapel 
width, is designed to complement you perfectly. It moves with you, feels effortless, and guarantees 
you’ll look sharp from every angle. If you want to do Black Tie right, bespoke is the only way to go. 

The Tuxedo Shirt: Don’t Cut Corners 

A good tuxedo deserves a proper dress shirt to 
complete your look. 

√ White (or Black) – Go classic with white, or 

choose black for a bold option. 

√ French Cuffs – For cufflinks, because details 
matter. 

√ Pleated or Marcella Front – Pleats add 
texture; Marcella (a textured weave) is a 
modern, sleek alternative. 

√ Wing or Turndown Collar – Wing collars 
are classic; turndown offers a softer, 
contemporary look. 

And remember: no visible buttons unless they’re 
tuxedo studs. 

BOOK A CONSULTATION 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/product-category/custom-tailored-suits/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/book-a-fitting
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CHAPTER 3: 
BLACK TIE ACCESSORIES – THE DETAILS THAT 
SET YOU APART 

A tuxedo is the foundation, but the right accessories will take it to the 
next level. Black Tie is all about precision, and every single little detail 
contributes to the overall look. The difference between looking good 
and looking exceptional? It’s all in the finishing touches. 

Let’s break down the essential Black Tie accessories 

The Pocket Square – The Right Kind of Flair 

With a Black Tie ensemble, a pocket square should complement, not compete. White linen or silk, 
folded cleanly, is the best choice. If you’re feeling bold, a subtle texture or a neatly puffed fold can 
add a modern touch, but keep it understated. Loud colors? Save those for another occasion. 

The Cufflinks & Studs – Small but Essential 

Cufflinks and studs might seem minor, but they complete the look. Classic choices include gold, 
silver, onyx, or mother-of-pearl—always elegant, never flashy. 
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The Bow Tie – The Defining Detail 

There’s one rule here: always self-tie. A pre-tied 
bow tie kills the elegance of the look. A properly 

tied bow has a slight asymmetry that shows 
effort, not perfection. A classic Black Tie look 
includes a bow tie in black silk, satin, or textured 
variations. If you’re trying a more modern look, 
you could always try a gold, silver, or red bow tie 
– or even white. 

Textured fabrics like grosgrain or velvet can add 
depth without straying from tradition. 

Either way, make sure the width is in proportion 
to your face; nothing oversized, but nothing too 
tiny either. 

The Waist Covering – Cummerbund vs. Waistcoat 

A waist covering isn’t just tradition. It helps create a clean, seamless look by covering the waistband 
of your trousers. It also helps to refine your shape and flatter your physique. 

√ Cummerbund – Worn with pleats facing up (yes, they were originally for catching crumbs). Best 
paired with a single-breasted tuxedo. 

√ Waistcoat – A low-cut, formal waistcoat adds structure and elegance, especially with a 
double-breasted jacket. 

Skip the belt when wearing Black Tie. Formal trousers aren’t designed to include one 

The Shoes – Don’t Ruin a Perfect Look 

Your shoes should be as polished as the rest 
of your outfit. Stick to black leather, patent 
Oxfords, or velvet slippers for a refined finish. 
No brogues, no loafers (unless they’re velvet), 
and definitely no sneakers. Be sure to shine 
them properly before the event. Dull shoes 
stand out for all the wrong reasons. 
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CHAPTER 4: 
THE FINAL TOUCHES – PREPARING 
FOR THE BIG EVENT 

A sharp tux is only as good as the man wearing it. From grooming to 
those final checks, the right preparation makes all the difference 
between looking good and looking effortless. 

From weddings to galas, or the event of the season, you want to walk in with confidence, not be 
fixing your bow tie in the bathroom mirror. This chapter covers everything you need to ensure that 
you’re event-ready from head to toe. 
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Tuxedo Care – Before & After the Event 

• Pre-Event: Steam your tuxedo with a clothes steamer to remove creases, ensure your shirt is crisp, 
and check that all accessories are in place. 

• Post-Event: Brush off any lint, hang the jacket properly on a wide wooden hanger to air, and get it 
professionally cleaned when needed. Treat your tuxedo like an investment; it is one. 

The Event-Ready Checklist 

√ Tuxedo is pressed and fits flawlessly 

√ Shirt is crisp, pressed, and clean 

√ Bow tie is properly tied 

√ Shoes are polished to perfection 

√ Accessories (cufflinks, studs, pocket square) 
are in place 

√ Confidence is high; because you look like 
you belong 

Grooming & Styling – The Finishing Touches 

• Haircut: Get a trim at least a few days before the event; you want to feel fresh. 
• Shaving: A clean shave or a well-groomed beard is key. No in-between. 
• Cologne: Keep it refined by adding one or two spritzes of a classic scent. You want to be noticed, 

not be overpowering for everyone else in the room. 

Best colours to invest in? Navy and charcoal. Black is too formal for everyday use, and lighter shades 
don’t offer as much versatility. 

Stepping Into Black Tie? 
Do It Properly 

Off the rack won’t cut it. Make it count 
with a bespoke, precision tailored 
tuxedo. 

BOOK A FITTING 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/book-a-fitting/
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CHAPTER 5: 
BLACK TIE ETIQUETTE – OWNING THE ROOM 

A Black Tie event isn’t just about wearing a tuxedo. It’s about 
understanding the setting, the expectations, and the level of formality 
required. Whether it’s a gala, an exclusive event, or a formal wedding, 
the way you present yourself matters just as much as what you’re 
wearing. 

Black Tie vs. Black Tie 
Optional 

Not every event labeled “Black Tie” follows 
the same level of formality. Here’s what you 
need to know: 

• Black Tie: A tuxedo with all the 
traditional elements; bow tie, tuxedo 
shirt, polished shoes, and sharp 
accessories. No cutting corners. 

• Black Tie Optional: A tuxedo is still the 
gold standard, but a well-tailored dark 
suit with a formal tie can work if styled 
correctly. When in doubt, always opt for 

a tuxedo. Let’s face it; it’s better to be 
overdressed than underdressed. 

Black Tie has its own set of rules, both 
written and unwritten. We’ll break down the 
key etiquette points to ensure you fit the 
occasion, avoid common missteps, and 
carry yourself with the confidence that a 
perfectly tailored tuxedo deserves. 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/tailoring/custom-wedding-suits/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/product-category/shop/footwear/
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Confidence is Key 

The best-dressed man in the room isn’t just the one with the 
sharpest tux. It’s the one who wears it with confidence. 

When you know you look good, you carry yourself differently. 
You own the space. Stand tall, don’t fiddle with your bow tie, 
and carry yourself with ease. Black Tie is about presence, 
sophistication, and making a lasting impression. So follow the 
rules, respect the occasion, but most importantly, enjoy the 
experience. 

The Unwritten Rules of Formal 
Events 

Even in the most sophisticated settings, small 
missteps can make a big difference. Avoid these 
common Black Tie mistakes: 

×Over-accessorising – Keep it clean. A tuxedo 
doesn’t need loud colours, flashy jewellery, or 

excessive flair. 

×Ill-fitting tuxedos – Too tight, too loose, too 
long? It all ruins the look. If it’s not tailored, get 
it altered or find a great suit tailor. 

×Wearing a regular suit – A standard suit won’t 
cut it at a true Black Tie event. If the invite says 
tuxedo, wear a tuxedo. 

×Ignoring the occasion – If the event is formal, 
treat it that way. Show up on time, respect the 
dress code, and don’t be the one who makes a 
scene. 
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CHAPTER 6: 
WHY CHOOSE WOOLCOTT ST? 

A Black Tie event is your moment to stand out—your tuxedo should 
reflect that. At Woolcott St, we craft garments that embody timeless 
elegance, superior craftsmanship, and a flawless fit. 

Black Tie vs. Black Tie 
Optional 

We work with the world’s most 
esteemed Italian, French, and English 
cloth mills; the same suppliers used 
by Savile Row tailors. These fabrics 
are renowned for their luxurious 
texture, durability, and impeccable 
drape. Combined with expert 
handwork passed down through 
generations, our tailoring ensures a 
tuxedo that fits, moves, and lasts like 
no other. 

Luxury Without the 
Overpriced Label 

Our clients benefit from superior 

quality at exclusive pricing. Because 
we work directly with elite fabric 
houses, you receive a tuxedo crafted 
from the finest materials; without the 
inflated cost of designer branding. 

Tailoring That Works 
for You 

We understand that many of our 

clients are time-poor professionals 
who value quality but dislike shopping. 
That’s why we provide a personal, 
efficient, and hassle-free service, 
ensuring you always look sharp, 
whether for Black Tie, business, or 

casual occasions. Visit us at our 

Sydney showroom, or we’ll come to 
your Sydney home or workplace. 

A Tailor for Life 

At Woolcott St, you’re not just buying a 
tuxedo. You’re investing in an ongoing 
relationship with expert tailors who 
understand your style, fit, and wardrobe 
needs. From your first fitting to future 
wardrobe upgrades, we’re here to 
ensure you always look your best. 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/tailoring/wedding-tuxedos/
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Book a consultation with Woolcott St today and experience bespoke 
tailoring at its finest. Your tuxedo should be as sharp as you are. 

BUILD YOUR BLACK TIE ENSEMBLE 

Ready to create your ultimate Black 
Tie ensemble? Book an 
obligation-free consultation with 
Woolcott St and start creating a 
Black Tie outfit that will ensure that 
you’re the best dressed in the room 
at your next event. 

Visit our Sydney showroom or we 
can visit you in the comfort of your 
Sydney home or workplace. The 
choice is yours. 

Click here to schedule your first 
appointment or feel free to call us to 
discuss your garment or styling needs. 

BOOK A FITTING 

CONTACT US 

https://www.woolcottst.com.au/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/tailoring/wedding-tuxedos/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/contact/
https://www.woolcottst.com.au/book-a-fitting/
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